
Nearly half of young people 

who inject heroin abused 

prescription opioids before 

starting to use heroin1   

PREVENTION 

CONSEQUENCES 

References 

1. National Institute on Drug Abuse. www.drugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse/opioids and www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/. Accessed 12/4/15. 
2. 2013 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Summary of National Findings, NSDUH Series H-48, HHS Publication No. (SMA) 14-4863. Rockville, MD: Substance 

Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 2014. Retrieved from http://archive.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2013SummNatFindDetTables/NationalFindings/
NSDUHresults2013.pdf 

3. Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality. Results from the 2014 National Survey on Drug Use and Health. HHS Publication No. (SMA) 15-4927, NSDUH 
Series H-50, 2015. Retrieved from http://www.samhsa.gov/data/. 

4. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality. Associations of Nonmedical Pain Reliever Use and 
Initiation of Heroin Use in the United States. CBHSQ Data Review. (2013). Retrieved from www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/DR006/DR006/nonmedical-pain-
reliever-use-2013.htm.  

5. Michigan Department of Education. 2010-2014 Barry County Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth Survey. Retrieved from https://mdoe.state.mi.us/
schoolhealthsurveys/ExternalReports/CountyReportGeneration.aspx. 

6. Michigan Automated Prescription System. Retrieved from www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-35299_63294_63303_55478_55484---,00.html. Accessed 10/27/15. 
7. Michigan Department of Community Health. Retrieved from www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-2941_4871_45835_48569-15628--,00.html. Accessed 1/6/15. 
8. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality. Treatment Episode Data Set. Data up to 10/24/14. 
9. Michigan Department of Community Health, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics. Received 4/6/15. 
10. Aukerman M. Personal communication. Spectrum Pennock Health Information Management data. Received 11/23/15. 
11. Michigan Incident Crime Reporting. Retrieved from http://www.micrstats.state.mi.us/MICR/Home.aspx. Accessed 10/27/15. 

DATA IN ACTION REPORT 2015 

HEROIN AND OPIOID USE 

From 2008-2014, 8 heroin arrests occurred in Barry County.11  During this time 

period arrests remained steady, with an average of just over 1 arrest per year.  

Most arrests (63%)  for 18-29 year olds and have been for heroin possession (63%). 

Fewer arrests due to opium or other derivatives were made during the same time 

period.  In 2008-2014, 4 arrests were made, with an average of less than 1 arrest per year.11  Most of these 

arrests (75%) were for 18-29 year olds, and the majority (75%) were for opium possession. 

Barry County law enforcement and ambulance personnel now carry naloxone (Narcan®), a prescription 

medication that can immediately reverse an opioid overdose and potentially save someone’s life. 

Visit us at www.barrycountysatf.com 
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People who previously 

used opioids are 19 times 

more likely to use heroin 

compared to those who 

did not use opioids4 

19X 

21.2 

23% 
Estimated percentage of 

heroin users that become 

dependent on it1
 

Fast Facts 

~50% 

Average age (in years) 

of first heroin use for 

Americans aged 12-493 

What is happening in Barry County?... 

 Recognize the link between inappropriate prescription drug use and possible future heroin addiction 

 Educate yourself about opioids and discuss any prescriptions with your doctor 

 Properly dispose of unwanted medications and safely secure those that are in your home. Visit 
www.barrycountysatf.com/disposal.html for drop-off locations in Barry County. 

 Encourage healthcare professionals, persons at high risk, family members and others to learn how to 
prevent and respond to opioid and heroin addictions 

 Encourage those who are misusing or addicted to opioids and heroin to seek treatment.  For treatment 
or substance abuse services, please call the Barry County Mental Health Authority at (269) 948-8041 or 
nationally at (800) 662-HELP.  For those in immediate crisis, please call 911 immediately. 

 Become involved in substance abuse prevention coalitions and initiatives 

According to national data, over 2 million people in the U.S. suffer from 

substance use disorders related to prescription opioid pain relievers.1  

435,000 people aged 12 or older were current heroin users in 2014.2   

Opioids and Heroin 
in Barry County 

Opioids are powerful pain relieving drugs.  Some are available legally by 

prescription, such as oxycodone (OxyContin®), hydrocodone (Vicodin®), 

codeine, morphine, and fentanyl, while others, such as heroin, are illegal.  

Opioid pain relievers are usually safe when taken for a short time and as 

prescribed by a doctor, but they are often misused (taken in a different 

way or in greater numbers than prescribed, or taken without a doctor’s 

prescription).  Regular use—even as prescribed by a doctor—can produce 

dependence.  If misused or abused, opioids can lead to fatal overdose.  In 

addition to increasing the risk of overdose, the intravenous use of heroin 

places individuals at higher risk of diseases like HIV and Hepatitis C. 

As shown below, U.S. heroin use has steadily increased.  This may be due 

to increases in prescription opioid abuse.  Once addicted to prescription 

opioids, some people report taking up heroin because it is cheaper and 

easier to obtain than prescription opioids. 

Past Month and Past Year Heroin Use Among Persons 
Aged 12 or Older, National Estimates
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TREATMENT 

Of Barry County residents 

who seek admission for 

substance abuse treatment, 

the percentage that are 

reporting heroin as their 

primary substance has 

increased since 2007. 

Admissions related to other 

opiates increased until 2012. 

In Michigan, admissions due 

to heroin continue to rise, 

while those due to other 

opiates appear to have 

stabilized. 

*Barry County data not available for 2009 

Methadone and 

buprenorphine are drugs 

commonly used to treat 

prescription opioid and heroin 

dependence.  Both the number 

of prescriptions written for and 

the number of individual units 

dispensed for prescription 

opioids, methadone, and 

buprenorphine has steadily 

increased.  This chart only 

includes zip codes for which 

the majority of the zip code 

lies within Barry County. 

ADMISSIONS 

PRESCRIPTIONS 

Heroin 

Heroin use among Barry County high school students is rare,  
but use of prescription painkillers is NOT RARE5 

Prescription Painkillers 

vs. 

No Change 

1 out of 250 11th graders 

has used heroin in the 

past 30 days.  Since 2010, 

use has remained steady. 
Better 

1 out of 17 11th graders has 

used prescription painkillers 

in the past 30 days.  Since 

2010, use is trending down. 

While there is little data available on heroin use by Barry County adults, we know that treatment for heroin 

and other opioid addictions is rising.  For Barry County residents, opioid prescriptions, prescriptions for drugs 

used to treat heroin and opioid dependence, and treatment admissions are all increasing. 

What is the Impact on Barry 

County Healthcare Systems? 

2012-2014 Data from the Spectrum 
Pennock Emergency Room10 

5 patients diagnosed with heroin or opioid poisoning: 

 All male, ages 20-45 years of age 
 1 in 2012, 2 in 2013, 2 in 2014 
 3 cases were related to heroin and 2 were 

related to opioids 

Heroin 

Other 

opiates 

United States Michigan Barry County 

11.3% 

9.8% 

14.2% 

13.9% 

16.3% 

20.5% 

How does Barry County Compare? 

Percentage of Substance Abuse  
Treatment Admissions in 20127,8 

How does Barry County Compare? 

Rates of Hospital Discharges Associated 
with Heroin Poisoning9 

Number of Prescriptions and Units Prescribed for  
Opioids, Methadone, and Buprenorphine, 

Barry County Patient Zip Codes6 


